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Statelmpact Pennsylvania is a collaboration

Water in Dimock between WITF, WHYY and NPR. Reporters

Scott Detrow and Susan Phillips will cover
the fiscal and environmental impact of
MARCH 15,2012 4:49 PM Pennsylvania’s booming energy economy, with
BY SUSAN PHILLIPS a focus on Marcellus Shale drilling. Read their
reports on this site, and hear them on public

The Environmental Protection Agency says radio stations across Pennsylvania.

the drinking water test results of 11 homes  Learn More » Support Statelmpact Pennsylvania »
in Dimock, Pa. did not show contamination
high enough to pose a health threat. Two of
the homes tested did show arsenic, but the
EPA says the arsenic levels are within safe
drinking water standards. They plan to Explaining Pennsylvania's
retest the water from those households. The = Link To Ohio Earthquakes
water supplies of six of 11 homes did show

sodium, methane, chromium or bacteria.
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Dimock resident Victoria Switzer inside her home. EPA  Again, the EPA says the concentrations Burning Question: Where
gave her the greenlight to drink her water, but she says were within the safe range for drink- Are PA's Deep Injection

she’ll never trust her well water again. Wells?

ing water.

The EPA says it will continue to provide water to three homes while doing additional sam-
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pling. The agency says it will re-evaluate sending water to those households after conduct- airman: Lommission

Will Be Aggressive About \,"___‘
ing its second round of testing. In the meantime, the EPA says they will meet with residents = Regulating Impact Fee "
to discuss their health-related concerns. Spending
The EPA stepped in to Dimock’s water controversy after state regulators said Cabot Oil 201:1" F’al':"kinsgh ’ I =
and Gas could halt free water deliveries to residents. The head of Pennsylvania’s DEP, arthquakes shake ;H.E

Pennsylvania?
Michael Krancer, criticized the federal action. In a statement issued by the EPA on Thurs-

day, the agency says it continues to base its decisions on science.

“Our actions will continue to be based on the science and the law as we work to help get a Recent Posts

clear picture of water quality for these homes in Dimock. « Law Firms Rush To Help Drillers

Navigate PA’s Laws and Regulations
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cials showed up at her door on Wednesday to And Lawmakers Out Of Impact Fee Suit
hand deliver the results. The tests by the EPA POSTS e i’cf':';alt)i Aitde |S=ay5 Drilling Foes Hijack
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show sodium in Switzer's water but says it poses ¢ EPAChief Says More Data

. Needed on Dimock’s Water o EPAFinds Arsenic in One Dimock Well,
no heatth concerns. There are no federal drinking * EPAto Send Water to Dimock But Resident Refuses Water Delivery
water standards for either sodium or methane. But Households « SRBC Suspension Slows Talisman
EPA spokesman Roy Seneca says they did find e Cabot Says EPAlgnored the Operations
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methane and sodium above “trigger” levels in

some households.
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Still, Switzer says she has mixed feelings about the Florida Polytechnic Decision

results. OKLAHOMA

i All Down the Line: The Economic and
“I'd like to say it gives me a sense of relief Environmental Impact of Keystone XL
because | can shower and do laundry,” said TEXAS
Switzer. “But 'm not going to drink my water.” The BP Blowout, 2 Years Later: Lessons

Learned and Hopefully Not Forgotten
Switzer hasn’t drank her water for four years, when she says it came out of her tap gray TEXAS
and foamy. The water is now clear, and she installed a vent to reduce the amount of All Down the Line: The Economic and
methane in her well water, which she uses for bathing. But she says her water test results ~ EnVironmental Impact of Keystone XL
over those four years have fluctuated between drinkable and non-drinkable. So Switzer
says she’ll never know when the water could change for the worse.

“Iwill never feel secure enough to drink that water,” she said.

Her neighbor Craig Sautner, agrees. “l would never ever, ever, drink that water again,”
said Sautner. Sautner and Switzer are two of several residents suing Cabot Oil and Gas
over the contamination.

But Anne Teel, a neighbor of Switzer and Saut
her water. Teel's water well was plugged up wi
nearby. But Teel says her water tests now sho
Teel with fresh water, but she says she and he
for the past two years.

“I don’t know how many more times you can teg
had anything that’s shown we shouldn’t con-
tinue to drink the water.”
Teel and her husband Ron leased their land SAN PHILLIPS / STATEIMPACTPA
to Cabot, which drilled its first test wells on E;rfzodcr'fnr;ig?hnetisrcvnar;eef”d Ron Teel saythey feel
their property. The Teels also had the EPA

test their water recently, but it's unclear if they have received results yet. The EPA tested
about 60 households, but not all of the water tests have been completed. EPA spokesman
Ron Seneca says the agency plans to release sets of tests each week for the next

three weeks.

Cabot Oil and Gas released a statement saying the company is “steadfastly committed to
environmental stewardship” and is happy with the EPA’s first 11 test results.

“We are pleased that data released by EPA today on sampling of water in Dimock con-
firmed earlier findings that Dimock drinking water meets all regulatory standards.”
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