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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                      JOSEPH BRADY

3

4           I guess I'll start off and tell you my name,

5 Joseph Brady.  I was born the 18th day of the fifth

6 month of '29, makes me almost seventy-eight.  I was born

7 the a son of a sharecropper.  I acquired some things in

8 my life that I never thought I would do in this free

9 country of ours.  And I did that by hard work and

10 opportunities and not being afraid to do anything, and I

11 have no animosity against anyone.  I used to work with

12 people who of color in the '30s that worked on the same

13 shop and in the same fields that we worked in.  We would

14 eat supper together.  We might not be.  We might eat

15 dinner together.  But we were of the same thing.  You

16 know, people make food for the family.  So that was my

17 plight.

18           And I knew that was -- if I made it in this

19 life, it would be through hard work.  So I applied

20 myself to that, and I quit -- left home and went and

21 bought me some tennis shoes because I didn't have any

22 shoes, and I went to town and I went to work during the

23 war, World War II.  And I tried to join the Navy.  My

24 mother wouldn't sign.

25           Anyway, I'm not going to tell you my life
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1 story, but what I'm telling you is, through the grace of

2 God and hard work, I succeeded.  It wasn't easy.  I had

3 a lot of things in my way, but you have to push them

4 aside.  Now I want to leave this world a better place

5 for my children.

6           However, I want them to have some anxieties

7 too and to be told no from time to time because that's

8 good for them.  I think that's character building.  But

9 this program that's coming -- that's proposed for

10 Richton Salt Dome, in my opinion, it would be a good

11 thing for the people -- for the country.  First of all,

12 it would be good for the country.  And we're going to

13 have to have oil reserves, and we have some, but we

14 don't have enough.

15           Another thing is, if it don't go here, there's

16 some other place that's going to have some down side.

17 There's going to be some down sides to Richton, but they

18 are going to be some pluses too.  And I would rather we

19 would benefit because our state has got people with a

20 work ethic.  And I don't say we got a monopoly on that,

21 but we do have a work ethic, and people are not afraid

22 to get out and work.  And that goes by the Katrina

23 recovery, you can tell.  I'm not throwing any aspersions

24 at any one.  I'm just telling you when you cross over

25 and come into Mississippi, you can tell the people are a
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1 little bit on the ball than they are in other places.

2 Okay?

3           I would like to see it come because our people

4 want a day's work and want to get a day's work for a

5 day's pay.  I'm not afraid of that comparison.

6           And then I know, also, that it will benefit

7 some people there who have money and some people there

8 that doesn't have money.  I mean, they'll all be treated

9 the same.  And the contract will be awarded according to

10 -- what I understand, according to the qualifications,

11 not because of anything else.  Okay?

12           I'm one of ten children, all successful, not a

13 one out of the ten didn't finish high school.  One went

14 to college and everybody making -- all of them's living.

15 One died.  My brother just younger than me died in

16 Korea.

17           Anyway, we fought -- we had people who died

18 for the country just like everybody else.  We don't need

19 any special recognition for that, but we're not afraid

20 to fight if we have to.

21           And if we get this oil reserve, the people

22 will find Richton favorable, a favorable thing.  I think

23 they'll find a lot of other businesses settled in

24 Mississippi, Georgia-Pacific and other people in the

25 area, and they've been pleased with the production and
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1 the work ethic of the people.  And that's all they want.

2 They want a day's pay for a day's work.  And that's all

3 I want for my children.  I want them to know how to

4 work, and I don't want them to be freeloaders.

5           Anyway, that's really all I got to say, other

6 than this is the greatest place in the world, and I've

7 been around the world.  When I got off the plane in Los

8 Angeles -- I mean, in San Francisco, I never thought

9 that I would kiss the ground, but I did.  My wife and I

10 stayed one day, and I didn't think I was that patriotic,

11 but I actually did, I was so grateful to come back to

12 America.  And when I came into the state of Mississippi

13 and landed at Jackson, Mississippi, I felt like doing

14 the same thing.  And I'm so happy to be American and

15 happy to be a Mississippian.  I'm so happy for the

16 opportunity for my family and myself.  And I'm glad that

17 this government is considering this to be a permanent

18 thing here, and I will really be delighted if it comes

19 here.

20           And I will not receive any benefit for myself

21 because of my sickness and my age, but I have children

22 and grandchildren who might could benefit from it.  And

23 whether they do or not, it would be better for the

24 country if we have oil reserves that's accessible for

25 our military.  And I'm thankful to the United States of
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1 America for the privilege that we have of being

2 citizens.  There's a lot of things wrong now but -- and

3 if that has any importance to anyone, that's coming from

4 the bottom of the barrel, the lowest you get, a

5 sharecropper to a person who can write a check for any

6 amount.  I've bought property for half a million

7 dollars, write a check and pay for it the same day, and

8 that was because I lived in America and I wasn't afraid

9 of work.  That has an overtone of personality, but I

10 think it's a pretty good thing.

11           So having said that, I appreciate y'all coming

12 down and giving us the hearing and the opportunity of

13 speaking to you.  I hope somebody might read this and

14 get an extra push or say "I ain't had it so bad," you

15 know, yourself.  Because a lot of people have a lot of

16 problems and don't know how to deal with them.  They

17 have to learn.  So, anyway, that's all.  Thank you very

18 much.

19

20

21
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                   RICHARD WILSON, SR.

3

4           My name is a Richard Wilson, Sr., retired

5 state capitol police officer, state of Mississippi.  I'm

6 a fervent outdoorsman, fisherman, and I don't have any

7 training in nothing except life.  And I do know and have

8 seen things of this nature taking place where they're

9 going to draw this water out and go across there.  And

10 I'm against what they're planning to do, coming out of

11 the Pascagoula River and then sending it up to Richton

12 and then carrying it down in the Gulf.

13           Two reasons:  Number 1, they could get the

14 water from the Mississippi River, which it would not

15 hurt no ecosystem.  It would help the flooding in New

16 Orleans.  And it's only about forty extra miles of

17 pipeline.  And over the years, by helping the people

18 build down in New Orleans, to stop the flooding, they'll

19 save money through FEMA to repay for that extra forty

20 miles.

21           Now, as far as what I've seen at Ross Barnett

22 Reservoir, floodings and everything, in Jackson, when

23 they build the dam up there, I saw a lot of ecosystems

24 destroyed above it until it filled back up.  And I feel

25 like if they take this water out of the Pascagoula
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1 River, that it's going to dwindle our river over here at

2 Leakesville and Chickasawhay to a mere trickle because

3 they're going -- and the Leaf is going to get lower too.

4           There's not enough water coming.  My brother

5 is an entomologist up at Mississippi State, and he told

6 me -- he knows about it.  He said, "Fifty million

7 gallons of water is what you said?"  And I said, "That's

8 what they said."  He says, "In five years, both of these

9 rivers, the Leaf and the Chickasawhay, wouldn't be

10 nothing but a trickle."  So they need to take a second

11 look at where they're going to draw the water out of.

12           Now, I've read and seen and talked about the

13 results putting extra salinity water, the saltwater,

14 down in the Mississippi Sound  and I understand that

15 they're losing at a lot of oyster beds in the Mobile Bay

16 because of the saltwater that's backing up in there.

17 Will that not do the same thing in that area with that

18 extra salt going into it?  They claim that fishermen in

19 Louisiana and Texas have found fish beds close to where

20 that water went down there.  Well, you know how the

21 print is, they'll say anything to get people's idea,

22 you know, off of what they want.  You know what I'm

23 saying.  I'm not saying that's not true.  But I don't

24 think they've done enough research on the depositing of

25 that much saltwater, and I feel like that this should be
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1 looked at differently than what they're talking about

2 and more experts involved in it than what was in it to

3 begin with, local people mostly.  And that's how I feel

4 about it.

5
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                       JEAN BRELAND

3

4           I'm on the local water board.  Ten years ago

5 we had to do a new well.  At the time we found that our

6 water table in the twenty years prior to that had

7 dropped over four feet.  I'm very concerned about this.

8 I think to take water out of the river, when actually we

9 could mine the salt and possibly down the road have a

10 very valuable commodity stored somewhere, rather than do

11 it like this and ruin the last wild river in the United

12 States.  I think it's just a -- I think it's a poorly

13 thought out thing that is an insult to

14 environmentalists.

15           I'm also concerned about the dead spot in the

16 Gulf that is south of New Orleans.  It has significantly

17 increased over the past thirty years, and I'm afraid

18 that some of this is the cause of it from the other

19 facilities.  Thank you.  My name is Jean Breland.

20
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                       THOMAS PLATT

3

4           Mr. Thomas Platt, a lifelong resident of

5 Greene County and of the Gulf Coast.  And I really don't

6 see any benefit to it, injecting millions of gallons of

7 saltwater down at the Gulf or destructing the

8 environment to build those huge pipelines.  Therefore, I

9 don't support it.
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                      STEPHEN PLATT

3

4           My name is Stephen Platt, P-l-a-t-t.  My prime

5 objection is that the route selected -- the route,

6 r-o-u-t-e -- of the pipeline selected running on the

7 east side of the river, both the Leaf and the

8 Pascagoula, impacts private owners and adds distance to

9 the pipeline and, therefore, cost to the project.  A

10 better route, if there is one, should be running due

11 south from Richton, across the Desoto National Forest,

12 straight to the coast, and all water used for the

13 cavernization process should be taken from the Gulf and

14 returned the Gulf.
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                        SUE TURNER

3

4           My name is Sue Turner.  I'm a resident of

5 Greene County, and I have reservations about the water

6 flow and the removal of the water from the Pascagoula

7 River, but I believe that those things can be mitigated.

8 And I also have reservations about maybe the diffusion

9 of the saltwater, but overall I do support the project.

10           And, also, another thing that I want to make

11 sure is, the citizens have an avenue to participate in

12 the process once the project is in place; that citizens

13 are not placed in the position -- if they feel like the

14 environment is threatened, that they will have somebody

15 to turn to, to the point of hiring lawyers to sue the

16 federal government to try to get relief for what they

17 feel is a situation that needs to be corrected.  And I

18 believe that's it.

19
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                      JOSEPH KITRELL

3

4           My name is Joseph, Joe, Kitrell.  My first

5 comment is about the way the media has advertised the

6 meeting.  The meeting was advertised to begin  at two

7 o'clock; no two to eight, as they tell me when I get

8 here, so that seems awful strange to me.  How come it

9 was advertised as two and not two to eight?  I just

10 called the local radio station, WRVE in Lucedale, and

11 they said, "We're passing along the information."  All

12 your men around here, they said, "No, we told them two

13 to eight."  The local radio station says, "No, the

14 information we got was at two."  So I'm concerned about

15 that.  How come it ain't advertised correctly so we can

16 get the public out to give our input?

17           Y'all have people here today, one saying it

18 won't have an effect, drawing the water out of the river

19 at Pascagoula, won't have an effect; another man says it

20 will have an effect.  I don't understand that.  How come

21 you do the two different stories?

22           I have property in the Chickasawhay River, and

23 I'm deeply concerned about the amount of water that

24 y'all are going to draw out and how much effect it's

25 going to have in the river.  In August and September of
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1 this year, you couldn't even motor a boat up and down

2 that river.  You had to get out and wade and pull your

3 boat to get from spot to spot.  We already have a low

4 water table in the river in those months.

5           I'd like to see a meeting advertised and held

6 on a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday evening around seven

7 o'clock to give the community time to have an input.

8 When it's at two o'clock, advertising at two o'clock,

9 you don't get the working community here to voice their

10 opinion.  They're on their job.  They can't get off to

11 come.  I, myself, had to shut a logging operation down

12 to come at two o'clock.  So the way they advertised

13 this, I'm deeply concerned, as I say again.

14           I'm trying to think back about all that I

15 talked to them folks about.  The studies that they show

16 on the river flow, none of them can tell me who's doing

17 the studies, at what time they're doing the studies.

18 Are they doing the studies in the spring when the river

19 is up and it flows well, or are they doing the studies

20 in the fall?  Are they doing the studies in the summer?

21 When are the studies, and what time are they being done?

22 None of these here have answered my question.  And one

23 man stated that the river got at it's lowest point in

24 2002, which is false.  It got at its lowest point in

25 2006, late August and early September.  I lived here all
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1 my life.  I know.  I live on the river.  Let's get an

2 accurate study at different times.  Don't do study the

3 river when it's got a good flow.  Study it when the flow

4 is low.

5           I guess I'm through.

6
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                      CHARLES DAVIS

3

4           First, let me introduce myself.  My name is

5 Charles Davis.  I'm a retired insurance agent, and I'm a

6 community leader in Hattiesburg.  And the reason I'm

7 here is dealing with the effect of the oil reserve site

8 on Hattiesburg, mainly on jobs, environment and other

9 problems.

10           Starting with, first, the water problem, the

11 reserve using water to get the salt through water to

12 develop the caves.  The first suggestion I would like to

13 make is that this department should do a historical

14 democratic review of all documents dealing with the

15 geological and hydrological systems here in this area,

16 mainly through the Corps of Army Engineers and also the

17 Pat Harrison Water District.  There is a number of

18 histories dealing with water and with the water pressure

19 and the floods dating back to the turn of the century.

20           I have some problem with water dealing with

21 water because this Pascagoula basin has a known problem

22 of low water pressure during the summertime.  Basically,

23 most of the water, the hot water that we have that's

24 heavy, is during the months of December, January,

25 February, March and April.
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1           Mainly when this area was developed, we had

2 the sawmills on the coast, and after that, there was low

3 water pressure.  And my question is, how will you

4 maintain the water pressure requirements for the dome

5 here?

6           All right.  The second question dealing with

7 the environment or problem that the dome will cause.  We

8 have a number of endangered species like the tortoise

9 and the sturgeon.  The migration to its breeding ground

10 is along the Leaf River from the Gulf Coast, Pascagoula

11 River system.  My problem is what will be the effect of

12 the intake at Merrill or other places on the migration

13 of the sturgeon from their regular sites to their

14 breeding sites in Hattiesburg?

15           And if they use the water from the Leaf River,

16 how will that affect the water in Hattiesburg?

17           Third thing, my question to the person on the

18 choice of the salt dome at Richton, where, as you know,

19 the salt dome was first chosen as a site for the nuclear

20 waste depository, and they decided to change it to

21 Nevada.  My question is, the tightness of the salt dome

22 will -- have there been hydraulic [sic] studies of the

23 water table and how will it affect the salt domes?

24           As you know, water will dissolve the wall of

25 the salt dome.  Has there been an extensive study based
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1 on the water table and how that will dissolve the cavern

2 section?  The reason I have apprehension is because of a

3 similar salt dome in which a nuclear weapon was tested

4 in Lamar County in which we have had leakage of nuclear

5 contamination there.

6           Second question, dealing with the pollution,

7 the prime pollution, my question is about the safety of

8 the piping system.  As you know, Alaska, they said that

9 Alaska piping system for the Valdez shore of Alaska was

10 safe.  They had a major leak.  How can you guarantee

11 that there will not be a leak of that pipe system across

12 the white lines in Jackson County?

13           All right.  Continue on.  The tanker port, the

14 tankers that will be coming in to off-load the logs to

15 the site, my first question is:  How would the dredging

16 affect the fisheries in that area?

17           And, secondly, on the release of the brine

18 water on the Mississippi Sound, will the agency do a

19 study on the fishery and, also, which I think is the

20 problem, is that the Mississippi River north pass

21 empties a lot of silt from the Mississippi River from

22 the midwest, which is fertilizer and other pollution

23 contaminant from the fact it's in the Midwest.  How will

24 the brine affect that aspect of the sediment pollution

25 and also other pollution coming from the waters in the
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1 Mississippi Sound?

2           Okay.  Employment of the local populace.  When

3 most industry comes into this area, after the original

4 staffing of the plant, most times the local people do

5 not get key jobs.  I would like to talk about the

6 permanent jobs, the skilled, technical jobs.

7           My recommendation is two things:  Use the

8 technical college, Pearl River Junior College in

9 Poplarville, Mississippi. and also Jones Junior College.

10 They are technical schools mainly, and most of the

11 students in the local counties, Perry, Greene, Clark --

12 Perry, Greene and Lauderdale County go -- before us goes

13 to the junior college.

14           Oh, yeah, the Gulf Coast junior college system

15 in Jackson County, they should be interested in training

16 the technical people for these permanent jobs at the

17 site.

18           Secondly, for the non -- for those permanent

19 jobs, who is -- these jobs, what I'm saying, I'm talking

20 about these jobs who are non-federal civil service

21 technical jobs that the company, the contractor, would

22 be hiring.  My recommendation is that they should use

23 these colleges to train these people once selected.

24           I also recommend that they dualize the Perry,

25 Greene, George, Forest County school system counselors
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1 as an entrance point to utilize local talent, to

2 identify these people so that they can be hired and

3 trained for these specific jobs.

4           I would like to recommend an example of

5 utilizing a junior college with a federal project as

6 Stennis Space Center.  When the Department of the Army

7 decided to build a five-hundred bomb artillery shell

8 factory at Stennis Space Center, they used Pearl River

9 Junior College to train and to keep the people to build

10 these bombs.  That is my recommendation, as an example,

11 which they can utilize, Jones Junior College and the

12 Gulf Coast Junior College.

13           Now.  All right.  Dealing with the outside

14 contractors just to build these -- the sites, I believe

15 that that should be a outreach program to hire these

16 people for the contracting jobs, and I'd like to add

17 emphasis, that that would be emphasis to try to get

18 African-American or minority subcontractors for these

19 specific jobs.

20           Let's see.  There's so much.  What else?

21 Okay.  Public relations.  I believe that that should be

22 a better outreach of the agency and your contracting

23 firm to PR outreach by utilizing, again, the newspapers,

24 TV stations, radio program.  I recommend that you go

25 interview programs of local talk shows to talk about
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1 your proposed systems, the program to site and tell how

2 people could get jobs inside the system.  There are

3 local talk radio shows in Hattiesburg, 92  -- 97.3;

4 another station in Laurel, Mississippi, and there are

5 two black talk shows, and then there is a TV station

6 that has a call-in talk program on Sundays.

7           Okay.  And also do stories, give stories to

8 the newspapers dealing with the programs, your programs,

9 how -- I think that you should just give a more in-depth

10 history of the water storage system and what effect it

11 would have here in this specific area.

12           Finally, I recommend that these jobs openings,

13 even with advertisement in the newspaper, that they

14 should also be advertised.  Go to the employment service

15 as a major source of employment for the people and

16 utilize their training -- also their training program

17 for management positions for the jobs here.

18           Oh, yeah.  You're talking to the committee

19 person to the Employment Committee of the NAACP.  I'm

20 asking for a good employment of minorities within the

21 job system, both permanent and construction jobs here in

22 Hattiesburg, and also emphasize get more black

23 subcontractors for this specific project.

24

25
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                       JAMES WELLS

3

4           James Wells, W-e-l-l-s.  I'd like not to make

5 a comment at this time until I discuss this with my

6 community neighbors that's around me.
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                        BRAD SEALE

3

4           Brad Seale.  That's S-e-a-l-e.  Basically, I

5 came here today because I'm concerned about the

6 environmental impact this project may have on the region

7 of water levels because this region, we are plagued by

8 drought in this region sometimes three, four summers in

9 a row where the water levels are notoriously low.  It's

10 how they'll get the extra water, fifty-two million

11 gallons of water a day, out of a source that there's

12 barely anything there in the first place is beyond me.

13 But I'll be interested to see what the environmental

14 studies, what conclusions they come up with and be very

15 interested in knowing what they are and also in having a

16 say in that.  And I hope they'll also give the

17 surrounding community that same opportunity to come to a

18 gathering like this and to voice their opinions and

19 their concerns, as well.

20
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                     GERALD SCOGGINS

3

4           My name is Gerald Scoggins, G-e-r-a-l-d

5 S-c-o-g-g-i-n-s, and I'm for the project with one

6 exception.  I don't want the water pulled out of Leaf

7 River.  We already have water problems.  I feel a

8 two-pipe system would be the best, pulling saltwater in

9 to jet the salt dome and dispose of the saltwater over a

10 broader area than they're planning now.  Our river is

11 too low at present from mismanagement and too many

12 lakes.  That's my biggest concern.
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                       BILLIE FICK

3

4           Billie, B-i-l-l-i-e, Fick, F-i-c-k.  I just

5 want to say I would rather them take it out of the

6 coastal waterways or the Gulf rather than our river

7 system.
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                      STANLEY JAMES

3

4           Stanley James.  Just don't dry up our river.

5 It's already in a bind.  Most people know that.  But now

6 there may be these guys here that don't know that.

7 Local people and the people south of here, they've been

8 doing this to us for quite a number of years.  Jackson

9 County has still been taking too much water.
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1 Verbal statement on the record by:

2                       CLINT JAMES

3

4           Clint James.  We are curious about the

5 economic impact and the environmental impact.  We need

6 the economics, but we don't need anything to affect our

7 rivers.
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1                  C E R T I F I C A T E

2
   STATE OF ALABAMA

3    COUNTY OF MOBILE

4

5          I do hereby certify that the above and

6 foregoing transcript of proceedings in the matter

7 aforementioned was taken down by me in machine

8 shorthand, that the statements were reduced to writing

9 under my personal supervision, and that the foregoing

10 represents a true and correct transcript of the

11 statements given by each witness.  I further certify

12 that I am neither of counsel nor of kin to the parties

13 to the action, nor am I in anywise interested in the

14 result of said cause.

15
                                  _____________________

16                                   Carol Carmack, CSR
                                  Court Reporter
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